
 
 

EXTRA POINTS:  
Washington State Cougars @ Washington Huskies 

At the 50… 
WORRYING  
LESS LED TO 
MORE 

Anthony Gordon was the front-runner for the WSU starting quarterback job last season, but was beaten out 
by Gardner Minshew (now with Jacksonville). Gordon said he was too worried last season about how the 
other guys were doing and that, this year, he focused on what he needed to do to get better. He was 
rewarded by earning the starting nod over fellow JC transfer Trey Tinsley and EWU grad transfer Gabe 
Gubrod, one of the most prolific FCS signal callers in 2018. “It was hard not playing (last year), but we went 
11-2 and I was happy to be part of such a great team,” Gordon said. “I learned a lot from Gardner, and what 
he brought to the table. He was instrumental to my success during the spring and going into the fall." 

The 45… 
NAMES ARE 
CHANGING 
BUT GAME’S 
THE SAME 

Washington, which has only six scholarship seniors on defense, led the conference in total defense and 
scoring defense the past four years. They slipped to third in both categories this year, but the unit has held 
up well considering it has had to break in nine new starters. A total of 10 different players have led the 
Huskies in tackles this year, with safety Myles Bryant and corner Elijah Molden leading the way. “(The 
young guys) understand defense and they understand the technique to play,” Bryant said. “This is the same 
game we’ve been playing since we were 5, 6 years old. Now, it’s just in front of 50,000 to 70,000 people." 

The 40… 
BUSSOM 
BUDDIES 
-NOT! 

Its no secret that Chris Petersen and Mike Leach are not the best of friends, as Petersen chuckled in his 
weekly press conference that Leach "likes to talk a lot and after a while I've had enough." Leach returned 
fire in his Monday conference, when asked about his comment last year that Petersen was the teacher's 
favorite. “He still is. I'm trying to improve my state of existence,” Leach deadpanned. “Part of it is he is a 
great guy, so I'll try to improve and catch up to him."   

 The 35… 
CALLING 
HIS SHOT 

WSU running back Max Borghi guaranteed last week's win over Oregon State during a media conference 
early in the week, stating after a win over Stanford, “We just gotta carry it into next week, and have a great 
week of practice and prepare for Oregon State because we’re goin’ bowlin’, so I’m guaranteeing that.” He 
then backed it up with the game-winning TD with seconds remaining. What about this week, the media 
asked on Monday? Borghi didn't take the bait. “If we prepare well, it’s going to be a good one,” he said. 
“Tune in for sure. I’m not predicting a score, but I will be scoring a lot.” 

The 30… 
I GOT YOUR 
NUMBER 

Washington State hasn’t exceeded 17 points in an Apple Cup since 2012 and Washington defensive 
coordinator Jimmy Lake isn't afraid to let Leach know it. After a 28-15 win last season, Lake said, “It does 
surprise me (that Leach’s game plan doesn’t change). But knowing what I read about the head football 
coach there, he does things a little bit different. So hopefully he remains there for a long time. That would be 
awesome.” That wasn't the first time Lake tweaked the Cougars coach, stating after the 2015 win that Leach 
"tries to make it basketball on grass, kind of throwing the ball around like it’s 7-on-7. And that’s not what 
football is. Football is hard-nosed, tough-nosed." 

The 25… 
PANICKED 
IN SEATTLE 

With the Huskies’ offense struggling, quarterback Jacob Eason's leadership has been brought into question, 
especially with his performance in recent weeks not matching his results from the beginning of the season. 
Eason might have been expected to shred both OSU and Colorado’s mediocre defenses; instead he 
completed a combined 56 percent of his passes for 381 yards with one touchdown and three interceptions. 
“I thought there was a little bit of panic that went on,” Petersen said.  

The 20… 
HE KNOWS 
RAP, TOO! 

Leach was asked to compare Anthony Gordon to B.J. Symons, one of the 5,000-yard passers under Leach 
(5,833 in 2003 at Texas Tech after three years of not playing) but in true Leach style the coach went off on a 
tangent. "B.J.'s a little more outgoing. Always thought he was Eminem. He was all about that rap stuff, 
which was pretty big then. B.J. was one of the best rappers and a real smart guy; he was captain of the 
math club in high school but didn't want anybody to know because it would hurt his street cred. ... Gordo's a 
little more understated.  I don't know if he's an ocean guy, but he seems to have a little more beach in him." 

The 15… 
NICE TO 
HAVE 
OPTIONS 

Long snappers don't get much recognition, but UW's A.J. Carty is one of the nation's best. The senior, who 
was tabbed one of ten semifinalists for the Patrick Mannelly Award (long-snapper), has handled every long 
snap for the Huskies since 2017 without incident. What's next for the senior? He’s an Applied and 
Computational Mathematical Sciences major who already has a job offer from Amazon to be a software 
engineer. But Carty first wants to explore the possibility of snapping in the NFL.  

The 10… 
COOKED 
COUGARS 

One of the most disturbing Apple Cup stats for WSU under Leach is the lack of offensive productivity in the 
first quarter. The Cougars haven’t scored a touchdown in the first 15 minutes since 2012, being outscored 
59-6. Washington has been shut out in four of the six with a field goal in the other two. The Huskies have 
led after the first quarter in all six, including 28-3 three years ago, and won all six games. 

The 5… 
RING THE 
BELL  

Often overlooked due to the talented receivers around him, WSU’s Renard Bell returned to his preferred 
position last week against OSU and it paid off, as the junior finished with season-highs in yards (108 - most 
since his freshman season), receptions (eight) and touchdowns (two). Bell slipped over from the “H” 
receiver to “Y” when Brandon Arconado left with a wrist injury in the first quarter and didn’t return until the 
fourth. “Renard does an unbelievable job, does everything we ask him to do with a smile on his face, 
whether it’s ‘H’ or ‘Y,’ (or) if he’s our empty guy,” Gordon said afterwards. Bell has 42 catches for 448 yards 
and 6 TDs this season. 

 


